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The Delta of Radegonde

A Tale Out of Poictesme of Holden and His Portrait of the Queen Who Had Never Been

ion had sacked Lacre Kai that young
Holden found, umong his plunder, the tri-
angular portrait of Elphanor's queen: and for
the time young Holden thought little of the
icture, he who could not forcknow that its old
rame, in shape like the Greek letter Delta, was
to bind all his living, Bui after o few months
of peace the lad went to Guivric, then o mast
promising young thaumaturgist.

“Guivric,” says Holden, “the lady in this
three-cornered picture is the Lidy of my love,
and you must well me how 1 may win her
affecticns."

Guivrie looked ol the porirait for some
while, seratched off & fleek of paint Trom it
with hiz finger-nail, and answered : “There are
impediments  to yvour winning  this  Cueen
Radeponde. For one thing, she has been dead
for thirteen centuries”

“I admit that thirteen is proverbially an un-
lucky number, but my all-consuming love is
not to be intimidated by such portents.”

Guivric thereon consulted the oldest and
most authentic poems, and said:  ~"Well, per-
haps her being dead such an anlucky number
af centuries does not matter, aiter all, because
my authoritics appear agreed that love defies
time and death,  Yet it does matter, T suspect,
that the woman in this picture was the notion
which o dead artist perpetuated of the Cueen
Radegonde whom he saw in the fesh,"

“Bo would 1 see her, Guivric."

The Wisdem of Guierie
LI OLDEN, my meaning is more respectable
than vour meaning. 1 mean that if the
man laboured as atradesman executing an order,
your cause may prosper: but there is the ugly
chance that this radiant, glim, groy-eved gicl
was borm of the man's brain, very moch as,
even more anciently, they say, King Jove
birought forth & gray-eyed daoughter to devastate
the world with wisdom; and in that case I
fear the worst.™ :
“What, then, is the worst thet can happen
“Thinking nbout it too much beforehand,"
replied Guivric, dryly. Wherean the young
mage gave directions which must be followed
to the letter if one wished to avoid an inde-
gcribiable fate. HBul Holden was coutious, and
did follow these instructions fo the letter, and
when it proved o be the Greek letter Delia
he entered it, and 5o came to his desire, and
communicated his love to Queen Radegonde.

IT was after the followers of tlhe White Szal-
1

By JAMES BRANCH CABELL

Now this Radeponde had Leen quite alone
ever since she was first painted, because the
painter had placed no other figure in the quaint
triangular tropic garden he painted about her
for a background. So to have Holden thus
thrusting hineelf into the vacuncy was wel-
come to Radegonde, And to him her loveli-
ness, and the dearness of her, wos greater than
e could quite Lelieve in after be had lefi the
Delia, anid had returned, in the gray and ab-
ject way which Guivnic had foretold, 1o the
warld of men.

Holden thereafier kept the picture in a secret
place, and the yvears wore on; and stalwart Sir
Haolden had presently rescued a polden-haired
princess from an enchanter, in a large and ap-
palling line of business near Perdigon; and
Holden marmied her, and they got on together
very micely.  But times had changed in Poic-
tesene, for Blamuel the Redeemer had ridden
awny (0o far place bevand the sunset, and his
wile Dame Niafer ruled over-strictly in the
tall hero's stead : and to Holden the world was
not the place it once had been, and all his
pleasuring was to go inlo the Delia that be-
longed to Queen Eoadegonde, The delights of
that small tropic garden were joys unknown
in the world of men, wherein there are no such
woren as Radegonde; and therefore the poets
have not invented any words 1o describe these
delights, and they must stay untold.

But these delights contented Holden,
“Blessed above all men that live am 1, i that
I am lord of the Delta of Radeponde,” said
Holden, who could not forcknow his fate

And it was to Holden an unfailing cordial,
thus to steal away from his prosaic work-
aday life of fighting dragons and ogres, and
discomiiting wicked monarchs by guessing their
riddles out of hand, and riding about in every
kind of weather redressing the afflictions of
downtredden strangers in whom ke was not in-
terested, and from the strain of pretending to
be wise and admirable in all things for the
benefit of his numerous children, and from
living among many servibors somewhat lonelily,
For comeliness and mirth had s0on departed
Irem his bright-hoired prineess wife, through
miuch child-bearing, and presently life oo had
gone out of her, and her various informal suc-
cessors proved to be rather stupid once you got
to know them. Dut Radeponde, whom slope
Sir Holden loved, and the ever-new endear-
ments of Elphancr’s queen, were to the knight
an unfailing cordial

“Blezsed nbove sll men that live am 1, in
that I am lord of the Delta of Radegonde,”
still said in his gray beard Sir Holden, who
couild not forcknow his fate.

But as the dayvs wenf, s0 wenl yvouth, and
the appearance of Holdem was altering,
Radegende asked questions about ceriain no-
ticealle l.'lumg:!.. The :El'ng :lm:bpim. -
plained, as well as he could, the ways of nib-
bling age and of devouring death, o Elphanar's
apeless queen, who knew nothing of these mat-
ters, because the painter had put none of them
in the mangular garden: and she was troubled
when she understood that Holden must be
stripped by such marauders of all vigour. Her
love far her gole lover, and her borror of being
beft alone where no other man was ever apt 1o
come thrusting himself into the vocancy, were
so great that, with a shedding of resistless
tears, the gray-eved girl persun Holden to
consult once more with Guivric the Sage, as to
in what way Queen Radegonde could be made
mortal.

“For then," sald she, ““we shall abate in
vigour together, my dearest, and shall live and
die togother, and not even after death shall we
be separated.”

And wizge Guivric zaid that certainly there
was & way in which Queen Radegonde might
come oul af the picture, and assume mortalicy.
But Guivric, shaking his white head, advised
against it “Better, old friend, accept the
vomman lot of men, and be content to see your
dreams playved with o while and then put by,
riather than to see them realized.  Besides, vou
have now many grandchildren, and you owe
them an example.”

And Holden answered, “Bosh!
nothing to myself ?

Thie Qlusin Diiscisids
SD the hi
af whi

bearted lovers followed the way
Guivric had tald them, That way
is not 1o be tulked about, but blood was shed in
the Delta, and the worm that dies not was im-
prisoned: and after other appalling happen-
ings, Holden the Brave climbed somewhat
rheumatically from the canvas, and gave his
hand to Radegonde, and she also stepped from
the trizngular frame, and came into life as the
mortal woman that Radegonde had been in
the old time,
Straightway she recollected her husband and
her children and many of her Jovers, and the
(Comtinusd o page 96)

Do 1 owe



i

| Radiant Beauty

Glorious Health

Easily

|
|

Quickly

Inexpensively

A wimple and delightful treatovent in
the privacy of vour own home. Every
brain and body eefl re-ereated and  re-
juvenmted=—coery olom of your eing
l'ﬁrpﬁf_u'n! P P.”h'irrp' with the jp_'r uf
glorious, radiant health.

“\Vi-Rex
J Violet Rays

Yook i caft B fﬂjﬂ' the
l|l|'l|r|lll.'r{'||1 EIEERIT L '||.|:.'||_l 5 ﬂi\'-
g proveer of Varlet Kavs s youe
s home ! Thee famoes Breal-
e, Tormerly obtumable Trom
veniment  physicians  amd  beaaly
specmmlieis ar high ices, 15 now
Brompht 1 you feir FOEE W
porsnmal ownee,  (heoiegh wew
VieRex Violet Bay Machine, You
can make vour body aleve wrh
vitality, your skin smoatl and foe
af testigre, Tree [roms Blemishes
aml  sallowivess, Sewntlie VLT
nerves, bnld up vowr aeength,
feel the thrill of real vegor amlb
e amld have a clear, anblem-
bl enimplosiain, Al thiz yvow
cany have By the wee ol Viobed
Kayva,

Try Vi-Rex Rays Free

Vi ale mewl have e mke any risk in give
! i iaE VeRen Viela Bayr @ drial, Vow may
wer ks mars el mackane- abfaing pradie-
cal drmwnsliatess of ite wanderiol coratne
pourdrs Fight # ynuf own bome  (eg e
RT3

- T you dn mot fimd goick
eEliEl—al 30 da mng  fer
Ietted, sleep befer, send o
Baach arwl yoir wall enn e i

LT ]

Remarkable New Book FREE

Wreite timlay Bar s free teoslles describene the wombirigl Vi-Rex
warlil #h ampbele derail, and particulais o opr Biheeal 19-day Arial
wllre

Fiml et Been Vinkes Rays will Belp wen Hearl what huin-

drgils ol weprs say ksl e Vi-Res and asiomishing eesults whick

Bove lwen nbhipjned

Learm why B i the mwet eoorsmibcnl and prag-

varnl maachine of iEs kel availale, There ie B limf oo dks bepeficial

EwAer e

326 W. Madizon St., Dept. 66

LTI e e e e e TR T T

Nnk ghe oo ar oeemsd 3 opustal,  [es oAl NOIT

VI-REX ELECTRIC CO.
Chicago, Ill.

¥I1-REX ELECTRIC CO. Dept, &6, 126 W, Madissn 3t., Chicags, Bl

I
Wl i

BT
Aabbria

LT

] e yemE Arew lead @l jusialars oF pep Trab iy of e U5 Tre Tialed Moy

VANITY FAIR

The Delta of Radegonde

tContinied frome page 15)

| Eilded domes of Elphamoe’s seven proud
Itil.ilﬂ, where now nol even 3 bl was,

and all the perfumed wasielal living
which Hadegonde had Endwn im the ald
Lime ; and dirakehiway, ten, she saw thal
Haliden was a iclious decrepit Tellow
o well past the lave of women,  And

Haolden saw that Hadegonde was &
! Bighty and rathee =illy barharkan gh,
suficienlly mood Jespking 1o be fude, but
in mo way pariicalarly femarkable, Anal
the two gaeed &l cafh olher rather
foefarnly.

The queen began la whimpes |
never,” she said, "1 never was so bnely
im my Delta as 1 am now.”

Old Holden stifly palied her white
sheulder, “Do nel give way, my dear
We have acted wnwisely, amd nohoely
denses b bud de veu come oul ol ths
draupht, and 1 will get vou some clotlics
and have vou Paptieed, and ithen 1 will
presenl you Do oer young Count Em-
merkk, and you can enterfabn voursell,
within Christian  Hmits, by making a
fonl of him."

“A handsome young count would be
beiber than mothing,” (he (air gigl com-
cededd, bewshtening, “thousgh [ weuld
prcfer & onmchardencd sallam o @
lecharrous emperar, for 1 am accustommid
lo inveigling wilhin thal deprec”™
| So this prese;tation was  armsped,
and 1all Emmerick was imiataated Lhe
| moment he saw the gqueen's bepuiling
. inmment young face.  Forihwiih the

high Count of Paictesme proclainaed &
! banmguet ; and whem afl were dancing,
Haolden refwrned to the vold Trame, and
he locked at the enpdied tropic garden,
empticd now ferever of that eadiant
amgl  grav-eved alip of  womaniood
wham he Bud loved, and who would
glachlen he lile fia mare, {Sidvric cams
wilh kim; and (hese Two old men kepd
sibrmir,

"We may deduce thal the painder
boved her thirteem cenlurics ogo,” says
Guivese ~"erecling loveliness where
there was little 1o beaild apsn,  Thas B
"1 thal dhe beain of man oreales wamen
fare disaralle thas may be obeatel by
| wther means; aral sich women enelane,
Beil the wansed chilklren thal Bave twa
parcnis, may endure osly a vory [Wide

longer iham may the scani delighte a
man can gel in gardens that bear WCer
frust or else imsipid fruit:  Jor  thess
women have no wech Della as had your
Badegomile, no mare than bhxs that dis-
psacszed lean opling flint of whom young
Ememerick will presestly be taries”
MElaseaver, Lailsves 23 *The wamen
wiha are harin ol mans brasn have fia
Maw i them amd no seed ol idegth
There was a Radegosade conécived in
Camwy, That walked the glittoring pave-
mieals of Laoee Kai, and wedded El-
phamor, King of Kings, and Lrvsled with
mary  lovers, amd  later Eryvsted  with
small warene: bud im the artist's beais
was concelverd nmotker Badegonde, thai
walks the san-patbs of elermity, amd i
new-Borm wilh every Agped,  Thus it
was of el and ihis Lale & noi erded.”
Amil Gulvree =apd alea; “The wadmen
wha are born of man's bezin b=ar to
iheir Povers me osue save dissaiislo-
tdon, Thewr ways age lovely, Bul oon-
temlmsenl do mot abide in these ways:
and he ithai lollows alier ihe wamen
wha are born of man's brain s wounded
subtlely with wounds that may ned
ever be gqudie healed, So el 5o waman
with twa parcafs ofmsel him, lar she
teale wainby amel in large peril, because
it s dpwne her that he will requite his
sgbtle woumding, jusl as you, poor
Holdem, were the destruction of that
eolden-haired  woung wife wha
yaou, and whom wou could not love™
The said Guoiveic the Sape; asd
Holden, a speni man, much huet bud
very  prowd. who now Toschnew  his
fate, wreplicil wlh  resslude  smilng:
“Hlesed ghove sl men that Byve am 1,
i@ thatl [ have Been bord of 1he Delia of
Raslegomdle, 1 know this. Gisvrie, as
you may nel ever knew il —mob yosg,
wha are ai old as [, and who have anly
wikdaom o look back wpon. For the
mead, Lhere is alwavs in allendance “E:
evervhaedy a physician that heals all o
ease, Peonding his comimg, old friend, |
mean [6 beal yom &1 ofd mMahc game
ol ¢hsess™
Wheteon Ehite apinsE men el 16 waich
slaid deversban a3 wat suEbed 1o Unedr
remainles af 1ile, while grav-cyed Bade.
wandy Adanace merridv walth her new lover,

Cardinal Gibbons

{Conbimurd from page 941

realy-made Greakfagd deod; sl fith of
a daren hues viled ibe anele.  The
wiew lamsuage. “fa ora wa, Loril araha
wai o, enchamied me. Ino s waord, I
was fransporicd 1o the South Scas, and
| Semith amad the Cardingl were Tofgetien,
1 was B chapler twe shen | owas
; brought back 1o Baltlmone by Seniihs

pay B
+ "Well, what do wou waml for this
i LFisek £
| Hie belil st my bige Bool, He was
 cannbng, that mam, He had permdiied
| m Qo Become netled] By hat il‘!}'| Ei
Lhe Cropecs befere be poidndd] Lhi poises
of sugeestion imlo my dull cans,
11 hooked at Smigh sfwpidly, and he
coeenned @ bad angel —amd  te e
, smvudgime me.  Buot 1 duwned  an-
| oiber pagze, and el 3 descrEption of
Lhet hezutiful wateriall ol Fawiaus. 1
| oerew weak, and meanwhile Smsith kad
| eoem bhe mscriptlon with the autopraph
i of the new Cardinsl. | keow mow that
| Bl ik eyes mlbtescd, and that he de-
[ termined to oblain the dear gift of the
| peelate Lo ma,
. He wenl te & shell and retarned with
" lwe more boaks, Tie A yrterious filasd
and  Afaodam  Chryeonibemum.  He
hamded them Lo me, srd sadd, <17 (rade

votl even—this am, ald thing lor theoe
three drackerjacks,”

I resasteel. [ wad all hat higrleng toisn
at him, amd the dace of the pood and
werrmable Cardinal rose Lo mebulor e,
Bui | was now gazing al the Chryods-
fhemewnr, which waz laid in _jn.:larl-. I
waw some lovely gueer mirls in carions
chothes, with swecl, slaniing cyes

I wlesed my mauth firmly, hat Smith
banded me o Bali dollar, to boot, amd
| wheeled and rashed ouil of the siore,
with the treo of marvels, amnd leaving
the tempber widh the memorable zifl.

1 have nol seem i again, mor did [
log lomg years el any one of §ls eaisl-
nce, amil | sever el el Carfinal

FarF thé secing ol Japan, [of the
tevading every palh thal Latn Lrsd b
wagasaki, T wailed wears, aml for the
vale d Fairtaua. lof heide hapacde, mad-
demine Soalh Seas, mese vears, But T
did go Lo them, afd [ stayed lang =0
them, and 1 took with me Eo them the
wrpe amd the imame evaked by the
prinded page I had otad among ihe
shelves aof thit undensciogs Provakers
of Romance. the heartless Smith.

The Cardinal's gill bad d me far.

(O, davs of mankood! And, h! for
tales that make adventure rezl.
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