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clusively by women. There has been a feehly
amdoxical attempt to contend that the Devil was the
wsiginal witch, when he played the !mpostor with our
imal parents and that the serpent whose form he as.
gmed waus his imp. or familiar spirit; but the theory lacks
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e 5. OB venerable authority, a gentieman; and i but in
ais capacily, wWoulkd be the first to quote that axomatic
/moe aux dames which eynics assert to be his workaday
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At all evenis sorcery was lmputed to both the wives of
ydam Thus Lhe Taimudists tell we how Lilith. his fArst
sglpmate—for the then comparatively novel offense of
wfusing to obey ber hushand—was cast out of Paradise,
. be succeeded by Eve, and how since this evietion Lilith,
g frm alllance with the powers of evil, has passed her
aistence ~ o the upper regions of the air,” wheneg she
ageasionally speeds sarthward to seek amusement in the
solestation of infants. Ehe It is who cunningly tortures
ihe doscendants of her unforgivem husband with croup
i pangs of testhing. Bheer pedantry tempts one to
palnt eut bers that It was on this account the Hebrew
metbers were Accustomed, when putting thetr children
@ seap. to sing “ Lullaby!” which s when Englished
=pth, avaunt'™ so that all our cradle songs are the
rasults of & childish marriage.

Bgually in Jewish legend has Lilith's successor, our joint
gandmother Eve, been accredited with being a trifie prone
s mrcerons practises. [ regret that the detalls as thus
ramorsd are Dot very nicely quotable: but they seam quite
s well authenticated as any other gosmip of the period;
o that witcheraft may falrly be declared the first invhn-
ton of the first woman. Eve had dealings with the Devll
e while before the birth of Cain, even befbre the Incl
&nt of the Ag leaves. Ehe was a magiclan before she was
s mother, and conjuring with her took pregedence with
catume. And while the fact that forever after thers were
rwenty women given to witchcraft as agalnst one man, may
marns & little strange, King James the First of England, in
us “ Demonclogy.” explains It speciously enough, by yet
spother reference to the most ancient of all scandals
“The reason 18 sasy, for as that sax la fraller than man
m 0 it s easler o be entrapped by the gross snares of
e Devil, as was over wall proved by the serpent's be-
guiling deceil of Eve at the beginning, which makes him
the homeller with that sex.™ In other words, King Jumes
s bald emough to volce it a8 & trulam that women go to
tha Devil in search of congeniality.
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EN have always inclined imstead to sorcery. A

witch, It may be premised. derived hor power from
M a coniract with the especial devil to whom she
became In some sort & servant: wheérsas a sorcerer com-
manded divers spirits in balsa by means of his skill at
magic. and ia this ticklish trafMfic was less the servant than
the master. And the foremost of all sorcerers was prob-
ably Johan Faustus of Wirtamburg. He certalnly stays
the best known, now that Goeths and Gounod and Ber
lios and so many others hl."hldl._hl!r fling at him, as an
aluring pax whereon to hang l'brettoes and allagorias. But
il i» Christopher Mariowe's veraslon of ths legend which
wday woukl seeam almost to Justify any concelvable prac-
ees. however dlabolia, without which we bhad lacksd this
mestsrwork of lovellneas, FPresently I must speak of this
dmma at greatar length and of Marlows too, a8 ons of
oss Deglected geniuses with which the British branch
of imerican Hteraturs has bean so undeservedly favored.

Momentarily walving art's debt to conjuorera, and re-
ruing to their alster practitionera, the typical witch
Peman waa distingulshable—aoccording to CGanls, in his
Plsct Cases of OConsclence Tooching Witches and
Witsheraft "—by *a wrinkled face, & furred brow, & halry
. & gobber tooth, & sguint eys, & squeaking voloe, and &
meifing tongoa™ These were the ocutwurd marks of a
snister genus, which was divided into thres species. Thos
miiquity &stinguished thereamong “ white witches.™ who
suld belp, but not hurt; “ black witches,” who oould hurt,
Wt not help; and = gray witches,” who could do either at
ML Al wers perssouted with severity, which seems
mtural gnough In harrying clack or even gray witchea
bt rather ynaceountabls when exercised toward the benef-
lsnt white witch. It appsars, however, thal the last were
sel without their humag fralities: Dryden at least refers
o sotpe ome as belng as Uttls honest as he could manags,
isd * ke white witchea, mischisvously good® Then, too
& Jacobean publicist has left It on record that " it were &
ousand times better for the land If all witchea but es-
pecially the blessing witeh, might suffer death. For men
& scommonly hate and spit at the damnifying sorceress
M unworthy to live amang them: whareas they flee unto the
¢ther |n necessity, they depend upon her as their god, and
by this means thousands are carried away to their final
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* portion of the good witch.* Buch logic smacks of sophistry,
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were peculiarly endowed with the faculty of distingulshing
witches from the rest of humanity. Of thess * witch find.
ers ” the most celebrated was that Matthew Hopkins who,
during the seventeenth century, was ofMclally smployed
for this purposs by the English government. Hopkins
was In his time a personage, and an unexcelled detector
of the " speclal marks " which are the sure signs of a witch.
But his customary test was to “ swim ™ the accused. By
this really infailible method of furnishing public recrea-
tlon he averaged sixty murders to the year; and was thriv-
ing In his unique profession when it somehow occurred to
some one to put Hopkina himsalf to Hopkins' test. The
sequel ia cheerful; for he imprudently remained above
water, and being thus by his own methods proven a witch,
was buried allve. . . .

T seams a great while ago that soch things were possi-

ble. We have relinguished nowadays our bellef In

witchcraft along with our faith in many other Biblical
matters. The faith of every century s, however, ths
natural laughing stock of its immediate Bo it
Is now very generally conoeded that witches are obsolste,
and that the canss of evil ls today furthered by more com-
petent factors, such as denying the ballot to women, or neot
reatrioting alcohol as a polson to the communion table, or
whatever other prevalent arrangement especially evokes
the speaker's natural talants for being frrational

Tet consiferntion suggesis that many witches have &
more plausible titls to existence than falls to most of their
deriders. Were It but for the noble ald which ocertain
sorcereases have rendered to romance, it must be that
somewhers, or east of the sun or west of the moon, there
In & paradise of witches, wherein all these abide sternally.
There stands the house of Pamphils, whom Lucius saw
tranaformed into an owl and by whose pilferad unguents
he himself was disastrously convertsd into an ase. In the
moonlit courtyard glitters an ever moving wheel, barley
and laurel burn together thers, and EBimastha calls to the
bright and terrible lady of heaven for pity and help and
Vengeanca

Nearby a nameless red halred witch walts at the vine
hung opening of a cave; In her hand is a spray of bloa-
soming hemiock; and she criea, “ What d'ye lack? It has
a price.™ By the roadsides, on the marge of a clear pool, a
woman smiles to think of that which she alone foresees,
with bright wild syes that are as changeless as the eyea of
a serpent: for this s Lamia; and Lyclus has already laft
Corinth. On tha adjoining heath the thres Weird Sistera
stir their cauldron: they are obhserved, from a respectful
distance, by that Madgs Gray who once rifled the rectory
larder at Tappington, and by that wee Nannle, * Cutty-
Sark.” who In the dance at Kirk-Alloway extorted injudl
clious applause from Tam O'Shanter. Off shore Parthenope
and Ligela and Leucosla, the dreaded slrens, chant their
endlesa song: fathoms beneath them that other sea witch,
with whom the little mermald trafficked, lurks in a hor
rible forest of polypl, and caressea meditatively a fat,
drab colored water smake.

Through yonder glen whirls the blasphemous earnival
of Walspurgis, no mors sedate tonight than when Faustus
spled upon it very anciently. Beyond those dense thickets
one may yet coms to the many columned palace, bullded
of polished stones, wherein Clrce walts the coming of
unwary mariners—Circe, ths falr halired and delicate
voiced witch, who is & bane to men, and yet sometimes
takes mortal lovers. . . .

UT hers we enter dreamiand. Thus far a lttle
pedantio levity has seemed permissible emough, In
treating of man’s dealings with the witch woman as

his consclence promptsd, since here as elsewhars a high
moral motive has been the banner flown by such enorml
ties a8 grow unbearable whan regarded seriously. But
the dreams of man arise from deeper requirements than
prompt his deeds. In dreams man has shown no aversion
to the witch woman, whom {n his dreams he has never
really confounded with those broomstick riding equint
eyed and gobber toothed wives of the goat that he com-
scientioualy hunted down and murdered; but, to the con-
trary, man has always clung, with curious tenacity, to the
notion of some day attaining the good graces of that fair
halred and delicate volced witch who is the bans to men,
and yet sometime takes mortal lovers. The aspiration was
familiar even in FPlutarch's far off heyday; and you will
find that he, preclse fellow, though speaking guardedly
epough of ¥ those very ancient fables which the Phrygians
have received and still recount of Attla, the Bilthynlans
of Herodotus, and the Arcadians of Endymion,™ yet ven-
tures into diffident and dellcats dissent from certaln tenets
of the “ wise Egyptians.”
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