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ARLOWE was an artist who labored, with sincers
andl appreciative reverencs for his labor's worth.
iness, in the very highest flelds of oreative writing.
s 18 really an Inconslderable matter that his dramas
ailures In that they patently do not attaln to the
comoeption. The shortcoming Is bred not by In.
gogkmanship, fur lo technique Marlowe excelled
by the reach of his conception, which in cold sarnest
saperhuma And. fNnally, Marlowe himself has an-
(bis eriticism, once for all. In Tamburialne's superb
y beginning. " If wil the pens that ever poets
wwhich I focbear to quote, because for your ssthetio
{1t is preferable that you search out and read
chirteen lines with palnstaking consideration. For
you will come by sure knowledge of what “ poetry

w i and must remain always. . .
isdeed, 48 you may with profit remember, the conclusive
gs to this tirmde has been rendered by an at
competent judge: “In the moest glorious verses
o fshioned Dy a poet to express with subtle and final
3 (he guUpreMe Himit of his art, Marlowe has summad
5 il that can be saild or thought on the office and the
anct, the means and the end, of this highest form of apir-
; gmbition.” And Swinburne, for once. really Appaars

F‘t with moederation.
. B

{T I intend both here and hereafter to avold that

) greary thing called lterary criticilsm and make no

| ) stort to define the faults and merits of the various

to whom [ may allude. I shall not analyse, com-

or appraise any of them. Instead, I shall but educe

as Mustrations of my theory aa to the working cods

mmance, and shall consider them from that sols view-

gt So. In dellberating the sconomy of Marlowe, It ls

_ iy necessary here to emphasise the fact that his

e peaiis was exercised worthily. It is not unreasonable,

el to 2ssert thal he has had no equal anywhere. To

suder—as after an) such statement seems unavoldable—

w» possibility that, had Marlowe lived to attaln maturity,

s might today have been as tritely gabbled about as

sghespeare, 18 raller on a plane with debating * what

wag be Sirens sarg "™ or the kindred mystery of what
wumas of political Issues after election.

Marigwe, precisely by virtue of his sensitive genius, was
setmtipate (o an early death. In so far as ANy oom-
heons can be carried, the advantage is, of course, with

pwe, He was a scant two months older than
mabespenre. and all his wizardry was ended before the
=g fellow from Stratford had achieved anything nota-

w The highest alm of Shakespeare durlng Marlowe's
Stime WaS Lo poctize, as exactly as was humanly poasible,

Marlowe's manner. It was by obeerving Marlowe that
i finally learned how to write: and H.Ilun
‘wmed Nimself” on the same model Marlows himself
el 20 Instruction and no need of any.

T the other side he displayed little of that gift for vole-
g patitudes in unforgettable terms by virtue of which

peare “comes home ™ to most of us, and still re-
so univers=ally quoted. Marlowe's uttarance is lack-

a that element of triteneas without which no work
wt can evede of general appeal in a world of mostly

e pecpla. Then, too, ons shudders to consider
Marlowe would have made of Mercutlo or Falstafl,
i poce Swinburne. Marlowe was really not the foremost

¢ Baglish humorists. To the oontrary, his plays are

mid withh quite dreadful scenes in prose, of which
s aly humorous feature nowadays seems to lurk !n the
s that they were intended to be amusing. In the act-

there !s no doubt that such rough and tumble fun
‘wld appreciative audience, Just as it dosa today In the
aete comedy of our Sunday newspaper cartoons, and
2 8s screenod endeavors of our most popular moviang
imare actors, who to the delight of crowded auditoriums
Tww custard ples and fall down several flights of stalrs.
'+ + Nor may one falrly raise any question of art, this
nuy or the other: Elizabethan dramatists labored under
® neceasity of making the audience laugh at oertain
derals, and, beaing unable to. write comedy, Marlowe
‘flled a business obligation by concocting knockabout
e

. »

HIEFLY, the fame of Mariowe has been preserved
by “The Tragical Hisfory of Dr. Faustua” And
this is actually “ poetio justice.” for Marlowe ia at

3 ynrivaled best in rehandling the legend of the sorcerer
=a in exchangs for his soul, leased of the devil Mephis-

9ols & quartier cenjury tenure of superhuman powers,
‘#d at the running out of his bond was carried off alive
Thell Now, It rjust bha notad that Marlowe thought this
wy as o what had happened in Wilrttemberg, not quite a
l wired years before the time at which he wrots, narrated
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plausible and established facts. The story told of a bar.
Fain which Marlowe believed was capable of consumma-
tion, by such * forward wits.” at thas very moment Mar-
lowe wrote: and he no more questioned that as & result of
this bargain Johan Faustus, after doing certaln unusual
things, was oarried off alive to hell than you and I would
think of denying that Nuapoleon, after doing certain un-
uUsual things, was earried off alive to 8t. Helena.

But, above all, It must be noted that the axploit which,
as attributed to Faustus, most deeply impressed Marlowe
Was the evocation of Helen of Troy, in deflance of time
and death, and any process of human reason, to be the
Wizard's mistreas. For Marlowe belleved In this feat also:
and he found the man who had performed it enviable. To
Marlowe—need ' I say?™—Queen Helen, that lost proud
darling of old nations whereamong she moved &8 a rulnous
flame, prefigured the witch woman. The apostrophe of
Faustus to Queen Helen, apart from the mere lovelineas of
words, thus pulsates with an emotion for which there Is
really no expression In human speech. In imaginagion the
poet. for one breathleas moment, stands—as he perfectly
balloved, you must remember, that Johan Faustus had
#tood—({ace to face with that flawless beauty of which all|
poets have perturbedly divined the existence somewhers,
and which mumnwudﬂmm&mw

B

where foreses.
To Marlowe's mind, it was for this that Faustus pawned
hjp soul and drove no intolerable bargain: and the moral
which Marlowe educes, wistfully, when all is over, la that
& man must pay dearly for doing—not what heaven disap-
proves of, s would speed the orthodox tag—but that which
heaven nowadays does not permit. . . . Of course his'
hero technically * repants,” with a considerable dlsplay of |
rhetorio; but not unt!l his lease of enjoyment is quite run
out and hall {s pyrotechnically agape: by the prosale the
ethical value of “repentance” for the necessity of dis-
charging an ardently unpleasant debt may be questlioned.
Thers 1s really no trace of regret for the helllsh compact
untll punishment therefor Impends: and then, by a stu-
pendous touch of lrony, Faustus |s dragged to torgnent just
as his parched llps pervert, to shriek his need, in terror
stricken babblement, that sugared and languorous verss
which Ovid whispered In Corinna’s arms at the summit
of life's felieity. :
In short, this Christopher Marlowe was one of the su-
preme artists gf lterature. . .
* & |
E may lay finger upon this much. then, as incre
W ment, toward justifying Marlowe's economy. This
much we have to set agalnst its purchass price,
which at crude utmost was the flungaway life of a
shoemaker's oldest son, very discreditably murdered at
29. All this, it must be remembered, was created—tangibly
to sxist where before axisted nothing—by a young fel-
low who, as went material things, was wasting his pros-
pects In pothouse dissipation. At the birth of much of If
not all this loveliness alcohol played the midwife. And
really to make this admission need not trouble us, even
nowadays when, at the moment I speak, we have so far
advanced townard barbarism as to have revived the tribal
taboo in the form of prohibition; and are resolute to let art
take its chancesa, with the other amenities of life, under
that new régime, which so alluringly promises allke to
outlaw the views of Christ concerning alcoholio beverages,
and to enable zealous Christians to twn an honest penny
by spy work. !
For, faithful in this as in all else to abatention from
logle, man has never bellaved his tandards to be
retroactive. We are so constituted that we can whole
bheartedly detest from afar whatever our neighbors con-
sider undesirable, when it is a measure of miles which
removes the object of dlsapproval, but not whan the thing
is remote by a span of years. Of course In this thare Is no
more dlaplay of reason than we evince, say, in the seleo-
tion of our wives. In abstract theory people ought to-
day to view the Infamy of Heliogabalus with at least the
indignation they resarve, at the moment I speak, for
the policy of the kalser: in praoctice a knave's wickedness
becomes with time an eslement of romance, and large
iniquities serve as colorful rellef to the, tedlum of history.
And it seams banal to point out that it no longer matters
ethically to any one breathing that a shoemaker's son,
rather mors than thres centuries ago, mads a ruin of his
body through intemperance, for the case {s no longer within
the jurisdiction of morals. Our sole concern with Mar
lowe nowadays is esthetic: and the most straltlaced may
permisaibly commend the “ Faustus ™ with much of that
indifference to the author's personal “ morality™ which
renders thelr enjoyment of the * Book of Pealms ™ Immunae
to memoriea of the deplorable affair with Urlah's wife.
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